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without repulsion, sometimes even almost without recogni-
tion. When the leaders of civilised nations use the atom
bomb to blot out large cities while expressing the pious hope
that it will " conduce to peace among nations, " or " become
a perennial fountain of life, " one wonders whether it is true
that mankind has a natural predilection for evil or whether
the species of the good man has really perished from the
earth. The matter for concern is not the cruelty and the
barbarity, incredible as they have been, but the ease and
eagerness with which large numbers of kindly and educated
people embrace insane absurdities. The blood of the millions
is hardly dry on the ground and we already hear the cries of
the anguished peoples of Java, of Indo-China, of Palestine,
not to speak of the suffering of subject peoples all over the
world. If human nature can sink so low that we give the
authority to the beast in us, if our highly developed science
and morality are to be used for the development of the
highest immorality, what is our future ? As we see things,
and reflect on them, we ask whether the life of reason, the
control of feeling and action by the insights of reflective
thought, whether it is all an idle dream, a vain hope or a
practical possibility. The precious values of life which litera-
ture honours and fosters, peace and joy, friendship and love,
individual perfection and spiritual development, seem to be
the most fragile.
The present state of the world is the result of deliberate
indoctrination. We offer to weary and impressionable men,
men whose minds are divided by doubts, whose natures are
disintegrated, opportunity to collaborate in a false and arti-
ficial unity. Patriotism is not an instinctive attitude but a
cultivated emotion. It is imposed on each generation by
education and environment. Even as we speak the language
and profess the religion of our parents, we develop a love for
our country. Jubilees, coronations, flag salutations and na-
tional anthems are employed to promote fanatical love of
country and subservience to authority. We listen to the
magic of words ; we lose the habit of thinking for ourselves;
we accept words like loyalty and patriotism as something
holy and compulsive. We do not pause to ask, what is the
proper object of loyalty ? What is the true path of patriotism ?